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Starting in the 1950s, US physicists dominated the search for elementary particles; aided by the
association of this research with national security, they held this position for decades. In an effort
to maintain their hegemony and track down the elusive Higgs boson, they convinced President
Reagan and Congress to support construction of the multibillion-dollar Superconducting Super
Collider project in Texas—the largest basic-science project ever attempted. But after the Cold
War ended and the estimated SSC cost surpassed ten billion dollars, Congress terminated the
project in October 1993. Drawing on extensive archival research, contemporaneous press
accounts, and over one hundred interviews with scientists, engineers, government officials, and
others involved, Tunnel Visions tells the riveting story of the aborted SSC project. The authors
examine the complex, interrelated causes for its demise, including problems of large-project
management, continuing cost overruns, and lack of foreign contributions. In doing so, they ask
whether Big Science has become too large and expensive, including whether academic
scientists and their government overseers can effectively manage such an enormous
undertaking.
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Jersey City Native, “If you were there you will recognize this as accurate .... If you were there you
will recognize this as accurate if uncomfortable. Lots of capable people failed to respect and
combine their skills in a common purpose. The project may still have been judged too expensive
to gain political, scientific and popular support but we would have made it more difficult to
dismiss it as poorly managed.”

Greg C., “The definitive book on the birth and death of the Superconducting Super Collider
project.. Most of books and articles written about the SSC's history were lacking detail and more
frequently were simply dead wrong. My perspective of the SSC is first hand as an employee
from the very beginning to the bitter end. I have been waiting a long time for an accurate
accounting of the project and a source for answering some of the nagging questions of why the
project failed. This book provided closure for me by filling in the information gaps I had related to
the events and decisions that were critical in determining the fate of the SCC.This book is the
only complete rendering of information related to the Supercollider project and most important
(and surprising), is the depth of information the authors managed to find and successfully
interpret. I did not believe it would be possible to find the information let alone understand the
nuances of the critical factors that led to the creation and demise of the SSC.This is a “must
read” for anyone interested in the SSC or how such a large and important science project can
fail.  This is the book that finally put the period on the end of the SSC sentence.”

Gregory G., “... I could find on the history of the Superconducting Super Collider (SSC). Only
book I could find on the history of the Superconducting Super Collider (SSC).”

NERVA, “Great book!. Outstanding book. In-depth, dense read gives one insight into building
the SSC and it’s ultimate failure.  Highly recommended.”

pierop, “Excellent read. Very detailed account of what went on during the SSC days.”

Philip O leibold, “Recommended Reading. Excellent read, hard to put down. Relatively accurate
from my point of view, fully illustrates what happens when you take your eye off tthe ball.
Recomend it to anyone who had any connection to the SSC or any large Science project.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Very nice collection of historical material from a unique angle. Very nice
collection of historical material from a unique angle. One does not have to follow the author's
conclusion, and can arrive one's own through the facts.Government funding of scientific
research in the US at a dismal state. US can still lead the world for a little while, but the trend is
wrong and the gap is rapidly closing. How did we get here? This book is really informative on this
important question.”



The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 15 people have provided feedback.
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